TRAVELER’S SAFETY TIPS

Traveling for business or pleasure?  Be sure and remember these safety tips:
Someone’s knocking at your hotel room door, who are they?  Check before opening the door and don’t let strangers in your room!
It’s late at night and you’re arriving back at your hotel room.  Park in a well lit area, preferably in the main parking lot.

Once you are in your room, close and lock the door, check the windows and any outside doors to make sure they are locked as well.

Don’t needlessly display room keys, valuables or large amounts of cash.

Don’t leave anything of value in your car, including your luggage.
Always check the room for stray belongings before going home, including behind doors and in the closets.  If you still find you’ve lost an item, call the Hotel’s lost and found department.
Don’t advertise you’re a visitor.  Plan your visit with a map in advance and keep the map in the glove compartment or trunk when you get to your destination.

Keep your purse and/or wallet with you at all times.  Your wallet belongs in a front pocket of your pants or jacket, not in a rear pocket.

Photocopy all travel tickets, credit cards and your passport before leaving home and keep them in the Hotel safe.  Any credit cards you don’t plan on using should stay home, likewise irreplaceable photos.

Travel tickets are as good as cash, keep track of them.

Hitchhiking is illegal in California – don’t pick them up.

While driving, respect and obey the traffic signs. Don't drink and drive, and always use your seat belt. 

If your car breaks down, turn on your flashers and raise the hood. If you must abandon your car, park safely and keep all passengers together. Freeway call boxes are spaced one half mile apart and are programmed to identify your location. 
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· When parking your car at visitor attractions or around the Bay Area, note curbside regulations and park within marked stalls. If your car is missing from where you parked it, call the posted phone number to see if it has been towed. 

Note the following curb markings which are strictly enforced: 

White: Three-minute maximum, (10 minutes at hotels) for active loading only, 24 hours a day, unless otherwise noted.
Exception: Airport/Hospital - the driver must stay with the car.
Green: Short-term parking for the posted duration or unlimited time with a visible disabled placard.
Yellow: Twenty-minute loading zone for vehicles with commercial plates only, 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. except Sundays and certain holidays, unless otherwise posted.
Red: No stopping, standing or parking. Be especially observant of the marked fire lanes.
Blue: Reserved for physically disabled persons only with vehicles marked by a California or out-of-state officially issued placard or plate. These violations are vigorously enforced and costly. 
Parking Meters: Some meters only accept quarters and check posted days/times they are enforced.
Tow Away Zone: Any location is potentially a tow away zone if you park illegally. Tow away zones are clearly marked and the regulations are strictly enforced. Having your car towed can be expensive. 
Contesting a citation: If you do get a ticket, and you feel it is a mistake, you may contest it in person, by telephone or by mail within 30 days of issuance. 


Have a happy homecoming!
Whether you travel near or far, your safety is important. We hope you find these suggestions helpful. 
